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Surah 7 Surah Araaf 

THE HIGH WALL 

THE LINK BETWEEN SURAH A RAAF AND SURAH ANAAM 

Surah A'raaf is linked to Surah An'aam in the following five ways. 

1. By Name: “By abstaining from ascribing partners to Allaah with regard to your crops and 
your animals (An'aam), Allaah will save you not only from Jahannam, but also from the 
barrier between Jannah and Jahannam (a place called A'raaf).” 

2. Both the Surahs present a detailed discussion that refutes Shirk in deeds and Shirk in beliefs, 
using various types of proofs. In addition to this, Surah A'raaf tells man that, since the belief 
in Towheed has been clearly established, the message should be taken to everyone without 
feeling any “difficulty” in one's heart (as indicated in verse 2) . 

3. To refute Shirk, Surah An'aam presented a detailed account of the incident of 
Ibraheem$$SiE while only briefly referring to the other Ambiyaa. On the other hand, Surah 
A'raaf discusses these Ambiyaa in greater detail. 

4. While Surah An'aam furnished many details about the prohibitions introduced by man, 
Surah A'raaf mentions one of the most important of these i.e. performing Tawaaf of the 
Kabah naked. The Mushrikeen considering this to be an act that will draw them closer to 
Allaah. The Surah describes this to be Haraam and a grave sin. 

5. Surah An'aam proves the abomination of the various types of Shirk beyond doubt. Surah 
A'raaf further instructs that the belief in Towheed should be propagated in earnestness and 
that one should with stand the ensuing opposition with perseverance. 

A SUMMARY OF THE SURAH 

This Surah makes the following three assertions. 

1 . Towheed should be propagated in earnestness and the resultant difficulties should be borne 
with patience and should not be allowed to disillusion one. 

2. The laws revealed by Allaah must be obeyed and people should not formulate their own 
laws as a result of Shaytaan's manipulation. This is declared from verse 3, where Allaah says, 

“Follow what has been revealed to you from your Rabb and do not leave Him 
aside to follow other friends. ” 

3. The third assertion made in this Surah is that only Allaah can be one's Helper and only He 
has complete control over all matters. He has not granted any other being control over any of 
these matters. This assertion begins with verse 54. 

In verses 57 and 58, Allaah gives examples of the Mu'min and the Kaafir. Allaah says that the 

heart of the Mu'min is like fertile soil that flourishes and comes alive when the rains of Allaah's 

verses are showered on it. On the other hand, the heart of the Kaafir is like a barren and dry land 
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that does not benefit from the rain. Instead of being guided and inspired by Allaah's verses, the 
diseases of enmity and kufr only increase in the Kaafir's heart. 

These three assertions are then discussed further in the incidents of six Ambiyaa. The episode of 
Nooh begins with verse 59, where Allaah says, “Undoubtedly We sent Nooh 
to his nation. . . ” It terminates with verse 64, concluding with the words, “Without doubt they 
were a blind nation.” 

The second incident is that of Hood which begins with verse 65 and ends with the words, 

“...and We cut off the roots of those who rejected Our Aayaat and who did not have 
Imaan” [verse 72], 

The narrative of Saalih commences immediately thereafter (verse 73) and continues until 
the end of verse 79. 

Allaah then discusses the episode of Loot . This narrative begins with the words, “We sent 
Loot iSMStSIc (as a messenger and) he told his people” [verse 80], The story terminates with 
the words, “We showered on them a (frightful) rain (a shower of stones). See what was the 
plight ( end) of the sinners” [verse 84] . This incident relates mainly to the second assertion viz. 
that man should practise the injunctions commanded by Allaah. Men must regard what Allaah 
ordained as Haraam to be Haraam, and what He ordained as Halaal to be Halaal and should 
never fabricate their own injunctions. The people of Loot were so immersed in sin that the 
evil of sin and the forbidden nature of Haraam deeds left their hearts. They therefore did not treat 
as Haraam those deeds that Allaah had ordained to be Haraam. 

The fifth narrative concerns Shu'ayb The story commences with verse 85, where Allaah 

says, “To Madyan We sent their brother Shu'ayb...” Like the others, this incident is also 
discussed in some detail and it ends at verse 93, with the words, “Why should I (now) grieve 
over a nation of Kaafiroon?” 

The sixth story is that of Moosa The narrative begins with the words, “Then after them 

(after the Ambiyaa mentioned earlier) We sent Moosa with Our Aayaat to Fir'oun 

and his chieftains (ministers)...” [verse 103]. This lengthy account ends with the words, 

“...so We sent to them a punishment (a plague) from the skies because of their 
wrongdoing” (verse 162). 

The incident of Moosa W* depicts the first assertion because he withstood numerous trials 
and adversities as he propagated the message of Towheed. The incident consists of eight 
consecutive episodes, each portrays a difficult part of his life. 
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In the name of Allaah, the Compassionate, the Most Merciful. 



1. Alif Laam Meem Saad (Only Allaah knows the correct meaning of these letters). 



2 . This is a Book that has been revealed to you (0 Muhammad ), so let there be no 
difficulty (doubt) in your heart about it (you should not think that it would be difficult to preach it to people 
because they may reject it) (it has been revealed to you) SO that you may warn with it (warn people about the 
consequences of rejecting Imaan), and it is advice to the Mu'mineen. 



3. (0 mankind!) Follow what has been revealed to you from your Rabb and do not leave 
Him aside to follow other friends (who are unable to deliver their promises). Little is the advice 
that you accept . 



4. How many towns did We not destroy when Our punishment came to them at night 
or while they were asleep during the afternoon? 



5. When Our punishment came to them, their only call was, “We were certainly 
oppressors! ” (However, this admission came too late and they died asKuffaar.) 



6. (On the Day of Qiyaamah) We shall definitely question those (nations) to whom Ambiyaa 
were sent (about their attitude towards the Ambiyaa and about their actions) and We will surely question 
the Ambiyaa ( whether they conveyed the complete message to their nations) . 
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7. We will (then) certainly relate to them (their actions in the world) with (perfect) knowledge (so 

that they may admit to it). We were (certainly) not absent (from their Hues and have perfect knowledge of what 
both the Ambiyaa and their nations did, regardless of whether their actions were public or secret. People can therefore not 
lietoAllaah.). 



8. The weighing (of good and bad actions) On that day (of Qiyaamah) is the truth (and will be absolutely 
just) ! As for those whose scales are heavy (with good actions done with sincerity, loue and devotion), 

they will be the successful ones (who will attain salvation) . 



9 . As for those whose scales are light (lacking good actions and heavy with sins), they are the ones 
who have lost their souls (to destruction) because they were unjust towards (they rejected and 
denied) Our Aayaat. 



10. (0 mankind!) We have certainly granted you a place to live on earth and in it We 
created for you the means for your existence. (Unfortunately, despite all these favours) Little is 
the gratitude that you show (to Us). 



11. Undoubtedly We created you (the father Aadam j, then fashioned you and then 

We told the angels, “Make Sajdah to Aadam!” They (all) made Sajdah except Iblees 

(Shaytaan, who then lived with the angels). He was not from those who made Sajdah. 



12. He (Allaah) said (to Iblees), “What stopped you that you could not make Sajdah when I 
commanded you?” He replied, “I am better than he (Aadam j! You have created 

me from fire and created him from clay. ” (While Iblees argued that fire is better than s and because fire 
burns upwards and sand falls down, he failed to realise that sand extinguishes fire and that it is constructive whereas fire is 
destructive.) 
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13. He (Allaah) said (tolblees), “Go down from here (from the heavens) ! It is not for you (it is wrong 
for you) to be arrogant here! Go away, for you are surely from the disgraced (dishonest) 
ones!” 


6M.dmds 


14. He (Iblees) asked, “Give me time (to live) until the day when they (creation) will be 
resurrected (raisedform their graves) 




15. He (Allaah granted the request and) replied, “Indeed you are of those who have been given 
time.” 




16. He (Iblees) said, “I swear that because You have sent me astray I will definitely 
waylay (wait in ambush for) them (mankind) on Your straight path (Islaam).” (I shall do everything to stop 
them from Islaam.) 



17. “(To mislead them,) I will then approach (ambush and confuse) them from the front, from 
their backs, from their right and their left (in every possible manner and method) and You will 
not find most of them to be grateful (most of them will follow me and not Your Deen of Islaam).” 



18. He (Allaah) said (to Iblees), “Get away from here disgraced (wretched) and banished 
(rejected). Whoever of them (mankind) will follow you, I shall fill Jahannam with all of 
you.” 



19. (Allaah said) “O Aadam, you and your wife may live in Jannah. The two of you may 
eat from whatever you wish, but do not approach this tree, for then (if you eat from it) you 
will be of the wrong-doers (you will suffer a loss) . ” 



20. So Shaytaan whispered to the two of them to expose (reveal) the private parts of 
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their bodies that were concealed from each other. He said, “Your Rabb has 
prohibited you from this tree only so that you do not become two angels and so that 
you two do not become immortal . ” 






21. He took an oath before them saying, “I swear that I am definitely one (sincere friend) 
who is giving you good advice (a sincere friend)]” 



22. So with dishonesty (by taking a false oath), he brought about their fall (from esteem in 
innocence). When they tasted from the tree, their private parts became exposed (and they 
became aware of their physical bodies) and they started gathering the leaves of Jannah over 
themselves (to cover their private parts). Their Rabb questioned them (saying), “Did I not forbid 
you from that tree and warn you that Shaytaan is your open enemy?” 



23. They both said, “O our Rabb! We have oppressed our souls (done a wrong) and if You 
do not forgive us and show mercy to us, we will surely be of the losers ( ruined ) . ” 




24. (Addressing Aadam^$$^, his wife and their unborn progeny,) He (Allaah) said, “Go down all of you 
as enemies to each other (for the Heavens cannot be a battle field against Satan). On earth you shall 
have a place to live and a place to gain benefit for a while (for as long as you live)” 




©I 

25. He (Allaah) said (further) , “There (on earth) you shall live, you shall die and from there 

you shall be removed (to be resurrected on theDay of Qiyaamah) 


26. O children of Aadam! We have indeed sent clothing down to you (made the raw 
materials for you and taught you how to make it) so that you may conceal the private parts of your 
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bodies, and (We have sent it to you) as a means of beautification. (However, besides physical clothing, 
We have also sent for you spiritual clothing, so remember that) The clothing of Taqwa is best (because it 
offers you protection from all evil). This (clothing) is from the Aayaat of Allaah so that you may 
take heed (so that you may think about it and realiseAllaah's great powers and His favours to you) . 



27. O children of Aadam! Never let Shaytaan mislead (tempt) you as he (did when he) 
removed your parents (Aadam and Hawwa) from Jannah, tearing off (stripping) from them 
their clothing to expose to them their private parts. Surely he (Shaytaan) and his kind 

(the Jinn) see you in a way that you do not see them (because they are invisible to the human eye). 

Indeed We have made the Shayaateen friends of those who do not have Imaan (so these 
Shayaateen eventually control their lives. Man should always be on guard against Shaytaan 1 s tricks at all times.) 




28. When they (the Kuffaar) commit an immoral (evil) act, they say, “We found our 
forefathers on this (doing or believing this) and Allaah has commanded us with it.” Say, 
“Surely Allaah does not command immoral (evil) behaviour (like making tawaf naked)] Do 
you speak such things against Allaah for which you have no proof?” 




29. Say, “ (Far from commanding immoral behaviour) My Rabb has commanded me with justice 

(that I should be just in all laws of the Shari' ah) and that you straighten your sights (devote yourself to 
Allaah) at the time of every prostration (salaah) and call to Him (worship Him with total 
submission), sincerely devoting your worship to Him (without committing Shirk). As He created 
you initially (without anything), SO will you return (to Allaah on the Day ofQiyaamah) . ” 



© 0 . 


30. While there is a group that He (Allaah) has guided, there is another group that 
deserves to go astray (because of their wrong behaviour despite having seen the truth). Instead of 
Allaah, they take the Shayaateen as (their) friends (by adopting their preposterous beliefs, atheistic 
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ideals, polytheistic creeds and baseless speculation) and think that they are rightly guided. 



31.0 children of Aadam! Adopt your (clothing of) beauty (dress well) at every place of 
salaah (whenever you perform salaah). Eat, drink (what is Halaal without being greedy) but do not waste 
(do not be extravagant) for indeed He (Allaah) does not like those who waste. 



32. Say, “Who has forbidden the (objects of) beauty that Allaah has brought forth for His 
bondsmen and the pure foods (gratitude for bounties leads to Allaah)?” Say, “These (things of beauty 
and pure foods) are for the Mu'mineen in the worldly life (and non-Mu'mineen also share it with them) 
and (these things will be) completely for them on the day of Qiyaamah (when the non-Mu'mineen 
will have no share) . ” Thus do We explain the Aayaat for those who have knowledge (those who 
express gratitude to Allaah for all His favours) . 



33. Say, “My Rabb has forbidden open and secret immorality, sin, wrongful 
rebellion, associating partners with Allaah when He has not revealed any permission 
for it (whatsoever) and that you say things against Him for which you have no proof (such as 
saying that Allaah had commanded acts that He did not order) . ” 



34. There is a fixed term (a specific time) for every nation (after which they will be no more). When 
(the end of) their term arrives, they will neither be able to delay it a moment nor advance 
it. 




35. O children of Aadam! When Rusul from (among human beings like) yourselves come to 
you relating to you My Aayaat, then whoever adopts Taqwa and rectifies (their behaviour), 
there will be no fear on them (in theAakhirah), nor shall they grieve (in both worlds). 


j \l£{ 
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36. Those who reject Our Aayaat and behave arrogantly towards them (refuse to accept 
them), these are the residents of the Fire (of Jahannam), where they shall live forever (Hell 
also is eternal) . 



37. Who can be more unjust than he who invents lies against Allaah or rejects His 
Aayaat? These are the ones whose share of the Book (the Lowhul Mahfoodh) shall find them 

(they shall continue receiving their sustenance and other things that they are destined to receive in this world) until the 

time comes when Our messengers (the angels of death) will lift their souls saying, “Where 
are those (gods) whom you called upon (worshipped) besides Allaah?” They will admit, 
“They (our gods) have been lost to US (they cannot help us at all),” and (on this occasion of death) they 
will testify against themselves (they will admit) that they really (without doubt) were Kaafiroon. 



38. He (Allaah) will say (tothemontheDayofQiyaamah), “Enter into the Fire among the nations 
of Jinn and man who passed before you.” Each time a nation will enter (Jahannam), they 
will curse their sister nation (the nation before them whose evil ways they followed, leading them to ruin). 
(This will continue) Until, they are all gathered in Jahannam, the latter (those who followed the 
previous nation) will say regarding the former (the nation who were followed), “O our Rabb! These 
are the people who led us astray, so double their punishment of the Fire.” He (Allaah) 
shall reply, “For each (of you) there shall be double punishment, but you do not know 
it.” 



39. The former (those who misled) will (then) tell the latter (the followers), “You were no better 
than us (because you chose your course just as we did), so taste the punishment for your actions. ” 
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40. Indeed (for) those who reject our Aayaat and behave arrogantly towards them 
(refusing to believe them), the doors of the heavens will not be opened for them (their souls will not 
be allowed into the heavens after death) and they will not enter Jannah until a camel enters 
through the eye of a needle (it will be impossible for them to enter Jannah). Thus do We punish the 
criminals (who are guilty of kufr). 




41 . They will have Jahannam for a bed and a canopy (ofJahannam) on top of them (as well). 
In this manner (by surrounding them with the Fire of Jahannam) do We punish the oppressors (by not 
giving them any relief from punishment). 



42. As for those who have Imaan and who do righteous (virtuous) acts - (which is not difficult at 
all because) We do not place on a soul a responsibility unless it is within its capability - 
(then) these (people who have Imaan and who do righteous acts) shall be the dwellers of Jannah, 
where they shall live forever (Jannah is eternal). 



"f 


43. We shall remove ill feelings (towards each other) from their chests (hearts). With rivers 
flowing beneath them (in Jannah), they will say, “All praise is for Allaah, Who has 
guided US to this (guided us to adopt the beliefs and ads that earned us this reward). We would never have 
been rightly guided had Allaah not guided us. Most certainly, the Rusul of our Rabb 
came with the truth (which we can clearly witness now).” It shall be announced, “This is the 
Jannah that you have been made to inherit (as descendants ofAadam S&MSE ) because of the 
(good) actions that you carried out.” 



44. The people of Jannah will call to the people of the Fire (Jahannam) saying, “We have 
found the promise (of rewards) of Our Rabb to be true. Have you found the promise (of 
punishment) of your Rabb to be true?” They (thepeople ofJahannam) will reply, “Yes!” Then an 
announcer shall announce between them (for both groups to hear) that the curse of Allaah is 
on the oppressors (wrongdoers) who are... 
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45. ...those who prevent (others) from the path of Allaah (from Islaam), who seek (to make it 
seem as if there is) crookedness in it (in Islaam) and who reject the Aakhirah. 



46. Between them (the people ofJannah and the people ofJahannam) is a barrier. On the high wall 
(between Jannah and Jahannam, called A'raaf) there will be many people ( who will be unable to enter either 
place because their good acts and sins are equal) who will recognise each of them by their signs (they 
will recognise the people ofJannah by the joy on their faces and the people of Jahannam by the horror on their faces). 

They (the people of A'raaf) will call to the people of Jannah saying, “Peace be upon you!” 
They will not have entered Jannah (because they lack sufficient good actions), but they will yearn 

to (Allaah will have mercy on them and enter them into Jannah). 



47. When their eyes will be turned towards the people of the Fire they (the people of A'raaf) 
will say, “O our Rabb! Do not place us with the oppressive people (the people of 
Jahannam )\” 



48. The people of A'raaf will call to many people (of Jahannam) whom they would 
recognise by their signs (marks) saying, “Your masses (large number of followers and great wealth) 

and your pride were of no avail to you. ” 



49. (Pointing to the people ofJannah who were poor and weak in the world, the people of A'raaf will tell the people of 
Jahannam,) “Were these the people regarding whom you swore (worried) that Allaah will 
not have mercy on them?” (These were really the fortunate ones because it was told to them) “Enter 
Jannah! No fear shall come upon you nor shall you grieve (orbesad).” 
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50. The people of the Fire will call to the people of Jannah saying, “Pour some water 
on us or (give us) something (some food or drink) that you have been provided with.” They (the 
people of Jamah) will reply, “Allaah has forbidden these for the Kaafiroon...” 



51. “...those who treated their religion as a sport and game (show and entertainment) and 
whom the worldly life had deceived (into forgetting about the Aakhirah).” Today We shall forget 
them (leave them inJahannam without hearing their pleas) just as they forgot the meeting of this day 
(ofQiyaamah) and because they used to reject (deny) Our Aayaat. 



52. Undoubtedly We granted them a Book (the Quraan) in which we explained to them 
with (perfect) knowledge (what \Ne told them), and (which was) a guidance (for man's success) and a 

mercy for people who have Imaan. 



53. They are waiting only for its outcome (for the fulfilment of the warnings mentioned in the Qur'aan). 

The day when its outcome (the Day ofQiyaamah) will appear, those who previously forgot 
(those who did not accept Imaan) will say, “Surely the Rusul of our Rabb have brought the 
truth! Are there any intercessors who will intercede for us, or can we be returned (to the 
world) to perform (good) actions contrary to what (evil) we used to perform (so that we may 
accept Imaan instead of practising Shirk)?” They have destroyed their (own) souls and what (gods) 
they used to invent will be lost to them. 



54. Undoubtedly your Rabb is Allaah, Who has created the heavens and the earth in 
six days (even though He could have created it all in a second) and then turned (focussed) His attention 
in the Throne. He covers the day with the night, (each one) hurrying to follow the other. 
The sun, moon and the stars are all subjugated (made to be obedient) by His command 
(power). Behold! (all) Creation and command (authority) belong to Him. Blessed is Allaah, 
the Rabb of the (entire) universe. 
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55. Call (pray only to) your Rabb in humility (with sincerity) and in secrecy (without show). Verily, 
He does not like those who overstep the limits (whodothingsthatareagainsttheShari'ah). 



56. Do not cause corruption on earth after it has been set in order (do not introduce customs 
and manners ofkufr into Islaam and do not pollute and spoil the earth thatAllaah has created perfectly) and call (pray 
to) Him in fear (of His punishment) and hope (for His mercy). Undoubtedly, the mercy of your 
Rabb is close to those who do good. 




57. It is He (Allaah) Who sends the winds ahead of His mercy (before the rains) as a carrier of 
good news (indicating to people that rain is about to fall. The winds then continue to blow) until, when they 
carry heavy clouds (after precipitation). We lead them to a dead (dry) piece of ground and 
then shower rains on it, bringing forth by it (by the rain) all kinds of fruit. In this manner 
We shall bring forth the dead (from their graves) so that you may take heed (observe and accept 
Imaan). 



58. The vegetation of fertile ground springs forth ( abundantly) by the order of its Rabb, 
whereas only scarce vegetation issues forth from infertile ground (after much difficulty). 
(The example of fertile ground represents the Mu'min whose heart is receptive, spiritually alive and therefore receives 
guidance, whereas the Kaafir is not receptive and therefore deprives himself of guidance.) Thus do We explain 
the Aayaat for people who are grateful. 



59. Undoubtedly We sent Nooh SfefiSSE to his nation and he told them, “O my people, 
worship only Allaah. There is no Ilaah for you besides Him. I fear the punishment of a 
great (mighty) day ( theDayofQiyaamah ) for you (if you continue committing Shirk) .” 
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60. The leaders of his people said (to him), “We see that you are obviously deviated 

(misled).” 


®l 




61. He (Nooh ) said, “O my people! There is no deviation with me. On the 

contrary, I am a Rasool from the Rabb of the universe.” 



62. “I convey to you the messages (divine guidance and knowledge) of my Rabb, advise you 
and I know things from Allaah about which you have no knowledge. ” 



63. “Are you surprised (wandering) that a reminder (advice) from your Rabb should come 
to you through a man from among you, so that he may warn you (of Allaah's punishment for 
kufr), so that you may fear (His punishment) and so that mercy may be shown to you?” 



64. They rejected him, and (when Allaah sent a flood to punish them) We rescued him and those 
with him in the ark, while We drowned those who rejected (and lied about) Our verses. 
Without doubt they (the majority of them) were a blind nation. 






65. To the nation of Aad We sent their brother Hood &&8&Z (as a Prophet). He told them, 
“O my people! Worship only Allaah. There is no Ilaah for you besides Him. Do you 
not fear (h is punishment) ? 


du&llwGi 

66. The leaders of his nation who disbelieved (and who worshipped idols) said, “Indeed we 
see you (drowning) in foolishness (with no wisdom) and we surely consider you to be among 
the liars.” 


®as^6«&Sas 
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67. He said, “O my people! There is no foolishness with me. On the contrary, I am a 
Rasool from the Rabb of the universe.” 



68. “I convey to you the messages of my Rabb and I am a trustworthy advisor to you (I 

shall certainly not betray you)." 



69. “Or are you surprised (wandering) that a reminder (advice) from your Rabb has come 
to you through (by) a man from among you so that he may warn you? Recall the time 
when He (Allaah) made you successors after the nation of Nooh and increased 

you considerably in stature (better strength andsize). Call to mind the bounties of Allaah so 
that you may be successful.” 





70. They replied, “Have you come to us so that we worship only Allaah and leave 
what our forefathers used to worship? Bring what (punishment) you have promised (with 
which you have threatened) US if you are of the truthful! ” 


' HI 
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71. He said to them, “The punishment and anger of your Rabb has already come 
upon you. Do you debate with me about names (idols) that you and your forefathers 
have named and for which Allaah has revealed no warrant (authority) ? Keep waiting (for 
Allaah's punishment) and I shall wait with you (for the punishment for the annoyance, rebellion and 
disobedience).” 
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72. So (when Allaah's punishment came in the form of a severe windstorm that lasted for 7 nights and eight days) We 

saved him and those who were with him by Our mercy and We cut off the roots of 
(completely destroyed) those who rejected Our Aayaat and who did not have Imaan. 
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73. To the nation of Thamud Wc sent their brother Saalih (as a Prophet). He said, “0 my 
people! Worship only Allaah. There is no Uaah for you besides Him. An Aayah (the 
miracle of the pregnant camel that came out of a rock) has already reached you from your Rabb. This 
camel of Allaah is an Aayah for you (proving to you that I am Allaah' sRasool), so leave it to graze 
in Allaah's land and do not touch it with evil (do not harm it), for then a painful 
punishment will seize you.” 



74. Remember (the time) when Allaah made you successors after the Aad and stationed 
you (gave you a good places) on earth. You build palaces on the gentle portions of it (such as 
plains and gentle slopes) and carve homes out of the mountains. Remember Allaah's 
bounties and do not spread corruption (kufr and Shirk) on earth.” 




75. The arrogant (proud) leaders of his nation said to those weak (poor) ones who had 
Imaan, “Are you convinced that Saalih has been sent by his Rabb (as a Prophet) ?” They 
replied, “We certainly believe in what he has been sent with.” 


76. Those who were arrogant said, “We absolutely reject that which you believe in. ” 
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77. So they stabbed (hamstrung) the camel, defying (turning away from) the command of their 
Rabb and said, “O Saalih! Bring upon us that (punishment) which you threaten us with if 
you are really from the Ambiyaa.” 
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78. So an earthquake seized them and they lay face down (disgraced) in their (rock-hewn) 
homes ( which they thought would resist earthquakes) . 



79. Saalih turned away from them and (addressing the dead nation) said, “O my 

people! I conveyed to you the message of my Rabb and advised you, but you seemed 
not to like advisors.” 







80. We sent Loot SfeilS® fas a Messenger and) he told his people, “Do you commit such a 
terrible (shameful) act (of homosexuality) that none in the universe (neither man nor Jinn) had ever 
committed before you?” 
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81. “You approach (make advances to) men with lust instead of marrying women! No, you 
really are people who overstep the limits (of morality and humanity).” 



82. The only reply that his people could give him was, “Remove them (Loot&SW^ andhis 
followers) from our town. They are people who wish to be pure.” 



83 . So f when Allaah's punishment arrived and their cities were turned upside down and stones rained on them) We 

rescued him (Loot ) and his family except his wife. She was of those who 

remained behind (to be killed in the punishment) . 


84. We showered on them a (frightful) rain (a shower of stones). See what was the plight (end) of 
the sinners. 


& 
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85. To Madyan We sent their brother Shu'ayb (as a prophet who was "Khateebul Ambiyaa" an 

orator Prophet) . He said, “0 my people! Worship only Allaah. There is no Ilaah for you 
besides Him.” An Aayah (miracle ) has already come to you from your Rabb (to prove that I 
am Allaah's Prophet) , SO (obey my message to you from Allaah to) give full weight and full measure (when 
you trade). Do not decrease the things of people (by weighing or measuring less and still charging the full 
price) and do not spread corruption (bribery and fraud) on earth after it has been set in 
order. This is best for you if you are Mu'mineen.” 



86. “Do not sit by every road to threaten (people), to prevent from Allaah's path (from 
Allaah's Deen) he who has Imaan, seeking (an opportunity to make it seem as if it has) crookedness in 
it. Remember (the time) when you were few (in number) , then Allaah increased you (made you 
strong). See what was the (end) result of those who spread corruption (and take a lesson from 
this).” 



87 . “If a group of you believe in what I have been sent with and a group do not 
believe, then be patient until Allaah decides between US (by rewarding those who are right and 
punishing those who are not). He is the Best of Deciders (He decides justly after everything is said and 
done) . ” 



88. The proud leaders of his nation said, “O Shu'ayb! We will surely expel you (drive you 
out) and those who have Imaan with you from our town unless you return to our 
religion.” He replied, “(Should we return to your religion) Even though we dislike to do so (We 

shall therefore never do so) ?” 




89. “We would surely be forging a lie against Allaah if we were to return to your 
religion after Allaah had rescued US from it (because this would mean that Allaah prefers us to follow 
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your false religion). It is not (proper) for US that we return (to your religion), except if our Rabb 
Allaah wills. (It is a different matter if Allaah had predestined that we should return to your religion for reasons He 
knows best.) The knowledge of our Rabb surrounds (covers) everything and in Him alone 
do we trust ( we trust that Allaah will keep us steadfast on His true Deen and not cause us to deviate) . ( However ; when 
Shu'ayb realised that his people would not listen to him, he prayed) O our Rabb! Decide between 

us and our people with the truth, for You are the best of deciders (let it be known who is on the 
right and who is not) . 



90. The Kuffaar leaders of his nation said (to each other), “If you follow Shu'ayb, you will 
definitely be from the losers (become financially poor).” 



91. So (fire from a cloud, a shrill scream from above and) an earthquake (from beneath) seized them (the 
Kuffaar of his nation) and they lay in the morning face down in their homes (dead). 




1 


92. (After their destruction) It seemed as if those who denied Shu'ayb never existed in 

their homes. Those who denied Shu'ayb were the losers (and not those who followed 

him, as the evil leaders claimed). 



93. So (after they had all been destroyed) he (Shu'ayb &W& ) turned away from them and said (to 
the dead), “O my people! Verily I conveyed to you the messages of my Rabb and I 
advised you. Why should I (now) grieve over a nation of Kaafiroon?” 




94. Whenever We sent any Nabi to a town (and they rejected his message), We seized its 
inhabitants with hardships (such as famine and misery) and difficulties (distress) so that they 
become humble (and then accept Imaan). 



95. Thereafter We exchanged the bad conditions for good conditions until they 
prospered and said (ungratefully and without taking a lesson), “Indeed bad and good conditions 
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affected our forefathers as well (these conditions are bound to take place and are not related to our actions. 
We may therefore continue behaving as we do).” Then We seized (punished) them suddenly while they 
did not realise (that punishment was coming their way). 



96 . If the inhabitants of the (various) towns believe and adopt Taqwa, We will open to 
them multitudes of blessings from the heavens (such as rain) and the earth (such as abundant 
crops and minerals). However, they denied (the message of the Ambiyaa) , SO We seized (punished) 

them on account of what (evil actions) they earned. 


S> 
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97. Are the ( Kuffaar ) inhabitants of the towns secure against (have they become fearless of) Our 
punishment afflicting them at night when they are asleep? 


©i 




98. Or are they secure against Our punishment afflicting them during midmorning 
while they are playing (whether for pleasure orforphysical development)? 



99 . Are they secure (have become fearless) from Ailaah's plan (punishment) ? Only those at a 
loss feel secure from Ailaah's plan. 




100. Did it (the incidents of the past destroyed nations) not inform those who inherited (lived on) the 

earth after them that if We wish We could destroy them (as well) because of their (evil) 
actions? (However,) We have sealed their hearts so they do not hear (any incident with the 
intention of learning a lesson) . 



1 0 1 . These were the towns (villages and localities) , the stories of which We have narrated to 
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you. Undoubtedly, their Rusul came to them with clear signs (miracles to prove that they were 
Allaah's messengers) but they were unlikely to believe in the things that they had rejected 
previously. In this manner does Allaah place a seal on the hearts of the Kaafiroon (so 

that they are unable to accept the truth because of their evil ways) . 



102. We found that most of them (most people) did not fulfil their pledge (the pledge that 
mankind made with Allaah before coming to this world that they would regard only Him as their Rabb) and We 

found most of them to be disobedient (to Allaah's commands). 



103. Then after them (after the Ambiyaa mentioned earlier) We sent Moosa with Our 

Aayaat (nine miracles as mentioned in the forthcoming verses) to Fir'oun and his chieftains (ministers), 
but they were unjust towards them (they rejected these miracles). See what was the result of 
those who spread corruption (they were destroyed by Allaah's punishment). 



104. Moosa said, “O Fir'oun! Indeed I am a Rasool from the Rabb of the 

universe.” 



105. “It is only right that I attribute the truth only to Allaah. I have come to you with 
a clear sign (miracle) from your Rabb (to prove that I am His messenger), so send the Bani 
Israa'eel with me (after releasing them from forced labour and slavery).” 




106. He (Fir'oun) said, “If you have come with some sign (a miracle to prove that you are a prophet), 

then show it to us if you are from the truthful ones (true in your claim that you are the Rasool of 
Allaah).” 


$&$PdSSi!&JV 


107. So he (Moosa ) threw down his staff (the first miracle) and it suddenly became a 

(terrifying and huge) serpent in no uncertain terms (running with mouth open towards Firoun) . 
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108. And when he (Moosa ) drew forth his hand (from beneath his armpit), it suddenly 

became (shining) bright for all to see (the second miracle). 


109. (Echoing Fir'oun’s feelings because they were too proud to accept the miracles,) The chieftains (ministers) 

from Fir'oun's nation said, “He is truly an intelligent (skilful) magician.” 






110. “He intends to remove you from your land, so what do you instruct (us to do with 
him)?” 




111. They replied, “Detain him and his brother while you dispatch callers 
throughout the towns ...” 



112.“.. .who will bring to you every learned (clever expert) magician (to challenge Moosa ) . ” 



113. (When) The magicians (were gathered together, they) came to Fir'oun and asked, “Will we 
receive some (grand) prize if we are victorious (over Moosa ) ?” 



114. He (Fir’oun) replied, “Certainly! And (in addition to that) you will (also) be of those 
brought close (to me in my grand court).” 



115. They (the magicians) said, “O Moosa! Either you throw (your staff first), or we will be the 
ones to throw (our ropes and staffs first).” 



116. He (Moosa ) said, “You throw (first).” When they threw, they mesmerised the 
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people's eyes (made the people think that the ropes and staffs were snakes), frightened them and 
displayed wonderful magic (a great illusion). 


Sa&tudSEoriS 

117. We inspired (strengthened) Moosa saying, “(Now) Throw your staff!” Then suddenly it 

(the snake which was once Moosa’s staff) began to swallow their deceiving (unreal, imaginary) things 
(the “snakes” that the magicians made people imagine were there). 




©Q^LuoIjSd U jJaJj 


118. So the truth was established and what (vain magic) they practised was dismissed 

(gone).! 




119. On that occasion they (the followers of Fir’oun) were defeated and they became the 
disgraced (humiliated) ones (whereas they always behaved proudly). 



120. The magicians were thrown into prostration (in humility and submission because of the grand 
miracle of Moosa , which they realised could have come only from Allaah) . 



121. They said, “We believe in the Rabb of the universe. . . ” 

122. “...the Rabb of Moosa and Haroon (contrary to what Fir'oun wanted them to 

believe, that he was their “High Lord’’) . ” 



123. Fir'oun exclaimed (to deceive the masses and to conceal his defeat), “Do you believe in Him 
before 1 have permitted you (to believe) ? This must certainly be a grand scheme that you 
all have devised in the city to remove its inhabitants from it (so that you could rule it). Soon 
you shall come to know (how I shall punish you for this)!” 
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124. “I will certainly cut off your hands and your feet from alternate sides (right hands and 
left feet) and crucify every one of you.” 


£• ^ 0 9 





125. They (the magicians) said, “Indeed we shall return to our Rabb (after our deaths, when we 
shall be rewarded) . ” 



126. “You are taking revenge against us merely because we believed in the Aayaat 
(miracles) of our Rabb when it came to us. O our Rabb! Grant us fortitude (patience and 
perserverance) and give US death as Muslims (as people who submit themselves to You) 




127. The chieftains from the nation of Fir'oun said (to Fir’oun), “Will you leave Moosa 
and his people to spread corruption in the land (by turning people against you) and to discard 
you and your gods?” (While regarding Fir'oun to be their highest god, the people of Egypt also worshipped idols) 
He (Fir'oun) replied, “We shall now kill (all) their sons and allow their daughters to live 

(as we had been doing previously) . (Despite whatthey do) We still have power over them.” 


a 2 dS 1 
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128. (When the Bani Israa'eel complained to Moosa SiSSSc about Fir'oun's oppression against them) Moosa 
said to his people, “Seek help from Allaah (Who is more powerful than Fir'oun) and be 
patient. Surely the earth belongs to Allaah. He gives it (its ownership) as inheritance to 
whichever of His bondsmen He desires. The final outcome (ultimate good) shall be in 
favour of those with Taqwa (they shall be successful in theAakhirah).'” 



129. They (the Bani Israa'eel) said, “We were tormented (oppressed) before you came to us 
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and after that as well.” He replied, “Soon your Rabb shall destroy your enemy and 
make you (their) successors on earth. Then (by giving you freedom and power) He shall see how 
you behave f whether you behave as true Mu’mineen or not) . ” 



130. Without doubt We afflicted (punished) the people of Fir'oun with droughts (the third 
miracle) and shortages in their produce (the fourth miracle) so that they take heed (realise that 
they are suffering because of their kufr and therefore accept Imaan) . 



131. When favourable (comfortable) conditions prevailed they (failed to thank Allaah and) said, 
“This is what we deserve (are worthy of).” However, when adverse conditions afflicted 
them, they would attribute the misfortune to Moosa and to those with him 

(saying that it is because of their evil presence that these difficulties exist). Behold! Their misfortune (ill omen) 
is with Allaah (inAllaah's control), but most of them do not know it (they think that it is because of 
other reasons) . 



132. They (theKuffaar) said (toMoosa&i Wfc), “Whatever Aayah (miracle) you bring before us 
to bewitch us, we still do not want to believe in you.” 


* & \ 


133. So (to punish them) We sent to them the flood (the fifth miracle , which flooded their homes), the 
(plagues of) locusts ( which ate up all their food and crops - the sixth miracle) , the ticks (which infested their homes 
- the seventh miracle), the frogs (which they found everywhere , even in their utensils - the eighth miracle) and the 
blood (all their water turned to blood - the ninth miracle) as detailed Aayaat (signs to persuade them to mend 
their ways). However, they were an arrogant and a sinful nation (their sins increased and they did 
not learn their lesson) . 


TO 


134. Whenever a punishment afflicted (came to) them they said, “O Moosa! Pray for us 
to your Rabb by the pledge that He had made with you (the pledge that He would remove the 
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punishment if we accepted Imaan). We swear that if you remove the punishment from us, we 
would certainly believe (totally) in you and send the Bani Israa'eel with you.” 



135. (However, each time) When We removed the punishment from them up to the period 
appointed for them to reach (the period appointed for their destruction or the time between each 
punishment), they Suddenly violated (broke their promise to accept Imaan). 



136. So We took revenge on them (punished them) and drowned them in the (Red) sea 
because they rejected Our Aayaat and were negligent (the first son of every person was killed, 
whilst they were busy with the funeral, Moosa took the Bani Israel out). 



137. So We made those who were considered weak (the Bani Israa'eel who were enslaved) the 
inheritors of the Eastern parts and the Western parts of the land that We had blessed 

(the land ofShaam). The excellent decision of your Rabb (to grant this land to the Bani Israa'eel) was 

thus fulfilled to the Bani Israa'eel because of their patience. We destroyed what 
Fir'oun and his people did and whatever they built. 



138. We took Bani Israa'eel across the sea and they came across a nation who were 
devoted to their idols. They (the Bani Israa'eel) said, “O Moosa! Make for us a god like how 
they have gods.” He (Moosa ) replied fin amazement ), “You are truly an ignorant nation (by 

choosing to worship useless idols when Allaah has saved you from your enemy ) ! ” 



139. (Moosa %$$$& further said to them,) “Undoubtedly these people are destroyed in their 
practices and what they do is all useless (not only is their worship useless to them, but it will earn them 
punishment as well ) . ” 
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140. He (Moosatfe $$$&) said, “Should I seek for you another Ilaah besides Ailaah, when 
He has favoured you above the (people of) universe (during your time) ?” (This is sheer ignorance and 
rebellion.) 



141. (O Bani Israa'eel, remember the time) When We saved you from the people of Fir'oun who 
used to inflict on you the severest punishment. (Part of this punishment was that) They would 
slaughter (all) your sons and leave your women alive. There was a great test (of your 
patience) in this from your Rabb. 



142. We made an appointment with Moosa for thirty nights (at Mount Toor), then 

ended it with (another) ten (nights) to complete (totally) his Rabb's term of forty nights (during 
which time Ailaah spoke to Moosa and gave him the Torah). Moosa said to his brother 

Haroon (as he left for Mount Toor), “Take my place as leader of my people. Keep the 

( affairs of the people in) order and do not (ever) follow the path of those who cause 
corruption.” 



143. When Moosa arrived for Our appointment and His Rabb had spoken to 

him (directly), he said, “O my Rabb, show me (Yourself so) that I may see You.” (seeing Ailaah is 

not impossible) Ailaah replied, “You can never see me (in this world), but look at the 
mountain. If it remains in its place (after a tiny fraction of My illumination reaches it) then you may 
(have the ability to) see me.” (However,) When his Rabb manifested His illumination to the 
mountain, he made it crash to pieces, and (seeing the marvellous spectacle) Moosa fell 

unconscious. When he recovered he said, “I declare Your purity (You are too Pure to be seen 
by the eyes of this world) ! I repent (for asking for something that I had not been commanded to ask) and I am the 
first of the Mu'mineen (of my time).” 



144. He (Ailaah) said, “O Moosa! Indeed I have selected you from the people (of your time) 
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for My message (to be My messenger) and for My speech (to be the fortunate one with whom I speak 
directly). So take what (favours) I have given you and be of the grateful ones (who are thankful for 
Allaah's blessings) . ” 



145. We wrote for him (Moo sa ) on the tablets (of the Torah) every type of advice and 
details of everything (that man needs to know). (We told him) “Hold fast to it (to the teachings of the 
Torah) and command your people to hold on to the excellent commandments it 
contains. I shall soon show you the abode of the disobedient ones (the lands once occupied 
by Kuffaar nations that you will soon occupy) . ” 


C$6 




146. 1 shall soon turn those people away from My Aayaat who are unjustly proud on 
earth. (As a result of this,) If they see every (type of) Aayah, they will not believe it. If they see 
the path of guidance, they will not adopt it as their path, but if they see the path of 
misguidance they will adopt it as their path (which is distorted because of constant denial of truth). 
This is because they reject Our Aayaat and disregard them. 



147. Those who reject Our Aayaat and the meeting of (Allaah in) the Aakhirah, their 
actions are wasted (in the Aakhirah they will have no rewards for their good actions) . (However, no injustice will 
be shown to them because) They will be punished only for the (sinful) actions that they carried 

Out (and no more). (The Kuffaar will receive the rewards for their good actions only in this world and not in the 
Aakhirah.) 



148. After him (after his departure to Mount Toor) the people of Moosa made from their 

jewellery a calf (crafted by Saamiri) that was (merely) a body fa torso) which made (meaningless 
mooing) sounds (because Saamiri put in it some sand taken from the footprint ofjibra'eel ffeKsSJik as mentioned in 
verse 96 of Surah 20). Could they not see that it could not speak to them, nor guide them 
aright? They took it (the calf) to be their Uaah and did (themselves) a great wrong. 
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149. When they regretted (worshipping the calf) and realised that they were (really) astray, 
they said, “If our Rabb does not show mercy to us and forgive us, we will certainly be 
of the losers (destroyed in both worlds).” 



150. When Moosa returned to his people in anger (because of the polytheistic in ad) and 

grief (because of what they had done in his absence), he said, “Evil indeed is the way in which you 
people followed me after my departure! Do you seek to hurry the order of your Rabb (to 
punish you) ?” (In his anger,) He (Moosa 3&§«S©le ) threw down the tablets (of the Torah) and seized his 
brother's (Haaroon ) head (hair and beard), pulling him towards him. Haroon 

said, “O my mother's son! (a term used to arouse love and kindness) Verily the people regarded me 
to be weak (overpowered me) and nearly killed me. So let not the enemies laugh at me (by 
your treating mein this manner) and do not count me among the wrongdoers (because I did not worship 
the calf with them) . ” 



151. He (Moosa ) said, “O my Rabb! Forgive me and my brother and enter us in 

Your mercy. Surely You are the Most Merciful of those who show mercy. ” 



152. Verily those who took the calf (for their Ilaah) will surely be struck by the wrath 

(punishment) of their Rabb and humiliation (disgrace) in the worldly life (those who worshipped the 
calf were thereafter executed). In this manner do We punish those who invent lies (by regarding 
others asAllaah's equals ) . 






153. As for those who sin and then (sincerely) repent afterwards (after committing the sin) and 
accept Imaan, surely your Rabb is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful (He will forgive them). 
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154. When the anger of Moosa subsided, he took hold of the tablets (of the Torah 

that he had thrown down in anger). Written in its script was guidance and mercy for those who 
fear (the punishment of) their Rabb. 




155. Moosa chose from his people seventy persons for Our appointment. (He 

took these people to Mount Toor with him when the Bani Israa’eel doubted that the Torah was really from Allaah and 
wanted to hear Allaah command them directly. However, when Allaah spoke to them, they again doubted and asked to 
see Allaah. Allaah then killed them all when an earthquake shook the mountain.) When the earthquake 
struck them, he (Moosa ) said, “My Rabb! If You wished You could have destroyed them 
and me from before (if You wanted to destroy them, You could have killed them before we came here. However, I 
am certain that You wished only to teach them a lesson. So do revive them, so that the Bani Israa’eel do not accuse me of 
killing them). Will You (You will surely not) destroy us (me) because of what the foolish ones 
among US do (because the Bani Israa'eel will certainly kill me for this) ? (I am sure that) This is but a test 
from You by means of which You send astray whoever You please and guide whoever 
You please. You are our Protecting Friend so forgive us and have mercy on us. 
Undoubtedly You are the best of forgivers.” (Allaah then revived the seventy men.) 



,J> 

156. “Write (allot) good for us in this world and in the Aakhirah. We have certainly 
turned to You (in repentance).” Allaah said, “With My punishment I afflict whoever I 
please whereas My mercy encompasses (surrounds) everything. I shall soon (in the Aakhirah) 
ordain it (My mercy) for those who adopt Taqwa, who pay zakaah, who believe in My 
Aayaat...” (Quraan) 



157. “...and who follow the Rasool (who is also) the untutored Nabi (Muhammad fMM, about) 
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whom they find (his name and description) written in the Torah and the Injeel (both of which they 
have) with them. He (Muhammad @i§ ) instructs them to do good, prevents (forbids) them 
from evil, permits pure things for them (which was forbidden in the previous religions), forbids 
them from impure things (such as carrion, blood, etc) and removes from them the burden and 
shackles (the stern laws) that were (binding) upon them (such as cutting off the portion of a garment that is 
impure). So the successful ones are certainly those who believe in him, honour him, 
assist him and follow the light (the Qur'aan) revealed with him. ” 



158. (O Muhammad &&!) Say, “O people! Indeed to all of you (to the entire mankind until the Day of 
Qiyaamah) I am the Rasool of that Allaah to Whom belongs the kingdom of the heavens 
and the earth. There is no Ilaah besides Him and it is He Who gives life and death. So 
believe in Allaah and His Rasool (who is) the untutored Nabi who believes in Allaah 
and His words (the Qur’aan) . Follow him so that you may be rightly guided (because there is no 
salvation without Imaan and belief in the Risaalah of Rasulullaah ) . ” 


£1’?\ < of 'T ,J> <5 ^ 


159. From the people of Moosa there is a group that guide (others) to the truth (to 

lslaam) and practise justice accordingly ( according to the teachings oflslaam) . 



160. We divided them (theBanilsraa’eel) into twelve tribes, (who behaved as) separate nations 
(each having their own leader so that they could govern their own affairs). When Moosa ‘SMj’sSSt requested 
water for his people, We sent revelation to him saying, “Strike the rock with your 
staff! ” So (when he struck the rock) twelve springs gushed forth from it and each tribe knew 
their place of drinking. We shaded them with the clouds (as they wandered lost) and sent to 
them Manna and Salwa (to eat). (Allaah instructed them,) “Eat from the pure things that We 
have provided for you.” They did not oppress Us but oppressed their own souls 
(because of their wrongdoing they suffer all the consequences ) . 
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161. (Remember the time) When it was told to them (the Bani Israa'eel), “Live in this town 
(Areeha), eat from wherever you wish, say, 'Forgive our sins!' and enter the gate (of the 
town) bowing down (prostrating in submission toAllaah). (When you do this,) We will forgive your sins.” 
Soon We shall grant an increase (in reward and forgiveness) to those who do good. 



162. So the oppressors from among them changed the words to what was not told to 
them (they changed the word “Hitta” meaning “forgiveness” to “Hinta”, meaning “wheat”) SO We sent to them 
a punishment (a plague) from the skies because of their wrongdoing (their treachery and 
haughtiness) . 


^ J I 
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163. Ask them about the village (Aila-Elat) that was at the seaside; (ask them about the time) 
when they (the Jewish people of the village) failed to honour the Sabbath (they were prohibited from 
fishing on Saturdays, but failed to abide by the prohibition, as uias mentioned ahead) . (Ask them about the time) When 
their fish would be (so abundant that they were actually) visible from the surface (of the water) on 
Saturdays, but would not come (in such large numbers) on other days. In this manner did 
We test them because of their disobedience. (The temptation to fish on Saturdays tested their will- 
power to abide by Allaah’s command. As a result, the community divided into three groups. One group violated the 
prohibition, a second refrained from fishing and also tried to stop the first group, whereas a third group refrained from 
fishing themselves but did not stop the first group.) 




164. When a party of them (the third group) said (to the second group), “Why do you advise 
people (the first group) whom Allaah shall destroy or afflict with a severe punishment?” 
They (the second group) replied, “(We are trying to stop them) To be absolved (excused) of guilt before 
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your Rabb (so thatAllaah does not ask us why we did not make an effort to stop them from sinning) and SO that 
they may abstain (from fishing and be saved from punishment).” 


IT* 


'U 
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165. When they (the first group) forgot (ignored) the advice given to them (by the second group) , 

We saved those who used to forbid evil (the second group) and We seized those who did 
wrong (the first group) with a terrible punishment because of their disobedience. (Because 
they disliked violating Allaah's command, the third group were also saved from punishment.) 



166. When they transgressed (overstepped the limits of) that which they were prohibited 
from (doing), We told them, “Become humiliated monkeys!” (They were then transformed into 
monkeys and lived like monkeys for three days before dying.) 



167. (Do not forget the time) When your Rabb declared that until the day of Qiyaamah He 
will definitely (repeatedly) raise against them (theBanilsraa'eel) such people who will inflict 
them with severe punishment (as a result, there have been many figures in history who were responsible for 
humiliating the Jews in many ways). Certainly your Rabb is swift in punishing (the wrongdoers) and 
(at the same time) He is undoubtedly the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful (towards the 
Mu'mineen). 



1 68. We divided them (the Bani Israa'eel) into various (many) groups on earth (so that they may be 
humiliated by political subjugation) . Some of them are pious while others are besides this (Kuffaar 
and sinners). We tested them with good conditions (prosperity) and bad conditions (hardship) 
SO that they may return (to being obedient to Allaah). 
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169. After them followed an evil generation who inherited the Book (the Torah from their 
forefathers). They grabbed the (lawful and unlawful) goods of this lowly thing (this world) and 
claimed, “We shall be forgiven (for all our wrongdoing).” If the same kind of (unlawful) goods 
came to them (a second time), they seized it as well (even though they knew that they were guilty of a sin 
the first time. They therefore persisted in sin, an act for which the Torah did not promise forgiveness). Was the 
pledge of the Book (Torah) not taken from them that they will attribute only the truth to 
Allaah? And did they not learn what was contained in the Book (Torah. How can they then 
claim that they will be forgiven despite sinning so persistently?) The home of the Aakhirah is best for 
those who adopt Taqwa (have fear and wisdom). Do you not understand? (One who understands will 
opt for the life of the Aakhirah instead of the life of this world.) 



170. As for those (Jews) who hold fast to (observe) the Book (the Torah, because of which they 
become Muslims) and establish salaah, most assuredly We will not destroy the reward of 
those who improve (who do good). 



171. (Remember the time) When We uprooted the mountain (Mount Toor and suspended it) above 
them (the Banilsraa'eel) as if it were a canopy and they thought that it would fall on them. 

(When the Jews broke their promise to fulfil the commands contained in the Torah, Allaah suspended the Mount Toor 
above their heads and threatened to drop it on them if they did not obey the commands of the Torah.) (We said to them) 

“Hold fast on to what We have given you (the Torah) and remember what is in it so that 
you may adopt Taqwa. ” 



172. (Remember also the time before man was sent to earth) When your Rabb extracted ( took) from the 
backs (loins) of the children of Aadam (their descendants) and (after proving to them that He is their 
Rabb) called them to witness over themselves saying, “Am I not your Rabb?” They 
replied, “Certainly! We testify to it. ” (This was done) So that they do not say on the day of 
Qiyaamah, “Indeed we were unaware (heedless) of this (Towheed).” (This pledge that mankind made 
with Allaah is referred to as the Pledge ofAlist.) 



173. Or (another reason for this is that it should not be) that you Say (on the Day of Qiyaamah), “Our 
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forefathers committed Shirk from before and we were merely the descendants after 
them (we were therefore only following their example). Will you destroy US for what was done by 
those who practised falsehood (for what our forefather had been doing) ?” (This excuse will be useless 
because every individual had already undertaken that s/he would recognise Allaah as The One and Only Ilaah.) 



174. In this manner (as We have explained thus far) do We explain the Aayaat (fads) so that they 
return (to obedience). 


© 




175. (0 Muhammad&i&) Recite to them (the Jews) the incident of the one to whom We gave 
Our verses (a Jewish scholar called Bal'am bin Baa'oora), but he withdrew from them (discarded the 
teachings of the Torah). So Shaytaan pursued him and he became of those gone astray. (When 
Bal'am was bribed to curse Moosa §2 he obliged but the ill effects of all his curses fell instead on him and his 
people.) 





176. If We wished, we could have raised him (in status) by these verses (if he practisedwhatthe 
verses of the Torah taught), but he clung to the ground (the material gains of this world) and followed 
his passions (lured by a woman). His example is like that of a dog. If you place a load on it, 
it will pant with its tongue out and if you leave it alone, it will (still) pant with its tongue 

Out (in every situation, the stance of a dog is one of humiliation). Such is the example of those who 
reject Our Aayaat. So narrate the stories (parables) so that they (constantly) ponder (over these 
s tones and accept Imaan). 



177. Evil indeed is the example of people who reject Our Aayaat and who oppress 
their own souls (by sinning and committing kufr) . 



178. Only the one whom Allaah guides is (truly) rightly guided. As for those whom 
Allaah sends astray, they are the losers (in both worlds. Knowledge without Taqwa leads to error). 
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179. Without doubt, We have created a large number of Jinn and mankind for 
Jahannam. They have hearts with which they cannot understand (the truth), eyes with 
which they cannot see (the truth) and ears with which they cannot hear (the truth). (In fad,) 
They are like animals, but even more astray (while animals realise that they should stay away from 
harm, the Kuffaar rush headlong into Jahannam because of their behaviour) . These are the indifferent 
(heedless) ones. 



180. Allaah has the most beautiful names, so call Him by (any or all of) them and leave 
(ignore) those who show disrespect towards His names. They shall soon be punished 
for their actions. 



181. From those whom We have created are a nation (the Muslims) who guide (others) to 
the truth and practise justice (equity and truthfulness) accordingly (according to the principles of 
Islaam). 



182. As for those who reject Our Aayaat, We shall gradually grant them respite (we 

shall postpone their punishment) in a manner (so subtle) that they do not realise (it for We seize them little 
by little). 






183. We shall give them time (to do as they have been doing, thereby warranting greater punishment for 
themselves). Verily My plan is powerful (none has the power to prevent it). 




'CbS^%*di 


184. Do they (theMushrikeenofMakkah) not ponder (about the life of Muhammad'S^ and his message and 
realise) that their companion (Muhammad &§?) is not insane? (The flawless character of 
RasulullaahtM S? that the people ofMakkah knew very well made it abundantly clear to them that he could never have 
been a madman. They called him an insane person only because they had nothing else to say against him.) He is but 
a clear (plain) Warner. 
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185. Have they not reflected upon the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and 
whatever else Allaah has created (thereby realising that the Creator of it all must be the One and Only 
Ilaah)? And (have they not pondered about the fact) that perhaps their term (of life) is soon to expire 
(after which they will have to face Allaah) ? What Speech will they believe in after this (Qur'aan) ? (If 
they cannot believe in the Qur'aan despite its miraculous nature, there is nothing else that they will believe in.) 



186. There is no guide for the one whom Allaah sends astray and He will leave them 
to wander blind (confused) in their rebellion. (Pride usually causes one to reject the truth, leaving one 
wandering astray.) 



187. They ask you (0 Muhammad ) about Qiyaamah, when will it occur? Say, “The 
knowledge of this is with my Rabb (only Allaah knows when it will occur). Only He will make it 
appear in its time. It (the occurrence of Qiyaamah) will be weighty on the heavens and the 
earth and will appear suddenly.” They ask you as if you have perfect knowledge of it. 
Say, “The knowledge of this is only with Allaah, but most people do not know. ” (We are 

awareof only the signs of Qiyaamah, as mentioned by Rasulullaah &$£.) 



188. Say (0 Muhammad &£), “I have no power to effect any good, nor any harm to myself, 
except that (much good or harm) which Allaah wills. If (only) I had knowledge of the unseen, I 
would have accumulated an abundance of good and no evil would have afflicted me. 
However, I am only a Warner and a carrier of good news for the Mu'mineen.” 



189. It is He Who created you from a single soul (Aadam i ) and made a spouse 
(Hawwa) from there so that he could find comfort with her. (From Aadam and Hawwa, 

many generations followed. Among these generations there were many couples as well. Referring to a single couple as an 
example among the many couples, Allaah says,) So when he (the husband) covered her (his wife), she 
(conceived and) bore a light weight (a child), which she carried (in her womb). When it (the unborn 
child) became heavy (and was close to being delivered), they both prayed to Allaah their Rabb 
saying, “If You grant us a healthy child, we will definitely be of the grateful ones.” 
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190. (However,) When He granted them a healthy child, they both attributed partners to 
Allaah (commited Shirk) in that (thechild) which He had granted them (bysaidthatacertainsaint, idol, 
treatment, etc had granted them the child). Allaah is Exalted above all feodsj that they ascribe to 
Him. 



191. Do they (the Mushrikeen) ascribe as partners to Allaah such things that cannot 
create anything, but were themselves created (that which is created cannot be the Creator ) . . . 



192. ...and who are not able to assist them (the Mushrikeen), nor able to assist 
themselves? (Let alone assisting the Mushrikeen, an idol is unable even to chase away a fly sitting on it.) 



193. If you call them (the idols) to guidance (to guide you) they cannot comply with you 
(because they can neither hear not speak), it is the same to you whether you call them or you 
remain silent (in every event, the idols will be unable to respond). 



194. Verily those that you call to (worship) besides Allaah are slaves like yourselves, so 
call them and let them answer if you are truthful. (It is obvious that they will be unable to hear, let 
alone answer. It is therefore clear that worshipping them is futile.) 



195. Do they (the false gods) have legs with which they can walk? Or do they have hands 
with which they can hold? Or do they have eyes with which they can see, or ears with 
which they can hear? Say (to the Mushrikeen, OMuhammad &!$), “Call your partners (gods) and 
then (try to) plot against me and do not spare me (I have no fear for your gods).” 



196. Verily my Protecting (Helping) Friend is Allaah, Who has revealed the Book (the 
Qur'aan) and Who assists (andprotects) the righteous. 
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197. Those (gods) whom you call upon (worship) besides Him (Allaah) are unable to help 
you and cannot even help themselves (so why worship them?). 



198. If you call them towards guidance, they cannot hear. (Because of the manner in which the 
idols are cawed,) You will think that they are looking at you, but they cannot see (for they are 
lifeless) . 


199. Adopt forgiveness (overlook the harm that your enemies do to you) y instruct (order others to do) 
what is right and ignore (shun) the ignorant ones (because it is futile to argue with them). 




j 


200. Should Shaytaan provoke (incite) you (to do evil), then seek protection from (in) 
Allaah. Verily He is the All Hearing, the All Knowing. 




201. Indeed when the temptation (to do evil) from Shaytaan reaches those who fear 
Allaah, they remember (Allaah and engage in Dhikr, thinking about His punishment and recalling the rewards 
for abstaining from sin) and their eyes instantly open (they realise Shaytaan's plot and ignore the 
temptation) . 


'■>9 t 


202. They (the Shayaateen) pull their brothers (the Kuffaar) (further) into deviation (evil and sin) 

after which they stop at nothing (to do evil) . 


203. (O Muhammad ) Whenever you do not bring them (the people ofMakkah) a sign fa miracle 
that they demand) they Say, “Why do you not choose (to do) this (miracle) ?” Say, “I follow only 
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what is revealed to me from my Rabb (I have no power to perform any miracle I desire).” This 
(Qur'aan) is (a collection of) insights from yourRabb (that prove Towheed), guidance and mercyfor 
people who have Imaan ( so accept the Qur'aan and do not await other miracles) . 




204. When the Qur'aan is recited, then listen attentively to it (stop talking) and remain 
Silent (let one read and others listen, as in Salaat) SO that mercy may be shown to you. 




205. Remember your Rabb in your heart in the morning and evening with humility 
(with compassion) and fear, and in a manner that is not noisy; and do not be among those 
who are neglectful (heedless of Allaah'sDhikr). 



206. Verily those who are present by your Rabb (the angels) are not too proud to worship 
Him. They praise His purity and prostrate to Him (you should therefore try to be like them). (One 
who recites or hears this verse being recited should perform Sajdah.j 
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